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Abstract

Higher education has entered the stage of popularization in
China. At the end of the 20th century, the Chinese government
made a major decision to accelerate the development of higher
education. To the 21st century, the scale of higher education has
expanded unprecedentedly. The rapid increase in Numbers has
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caused many quality problems. It has attracted more and more
attention of scholars and society how to develop higher
education with high quality. In view of the problem, this paper
provides an overview of higher education quality assurance in
the world, including its rise, development and new trend. To
adapt to higher education globalization, we should further
deepen reform and innovation, and accelerate the construction
and improvement of quality assurance to effectively improve
high education quality. Of course, we also do it from the
advanced experience of developed countries and reality in China.
So we will take measures to improve higher education quality in
China in future. We can also call it prospect for higher education
quality. For example, there will be special policy and legal basis
for quality assurance, professional certification evaluation
system, national quality standards, reform and innovation.In fact,
we will meet difficulties. And we should make decision to face
reality. Altogether, the ultimate aim is to improve promote the
good development of higher education quality.
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Introduction

The Ministry of Education of People’s Republic of China
released the plan to expand the enrollment of higher vocational
colleges by 1 million in China in june, 2009, which has become a
"crucial step" for the popularization of higher education [1].
According to the Model Theory of massification of higher
education by Martin Trow, the gross enrollment rate has
exceeded 50%, directly to the stage of popularization of higher
education [2].

To some extent, the popularization of higher education has
satisfied the aspiration of more people to go to college, but on
the other hand, the expansion of quantity inevitably leads to
problems related to quality. Quality is the eternal pursuit of
higher education. Almost every country in the world attaches
great importance to the improvement of higher education quality.
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Certainly, they pay attention to guaranteeing higher education
quality by a series of measures [3].

Under the background of the popularization of higher education
in China, it is very important to improve the quality and quantity
of higher education.

History of Higher Education Quality
Assurance in the World

In the 1980s, developed countries took the lead in launching the
quality assurance movement of higher education, with the
quality problems brought by the rapid expansion of higher
education. In the 1990s, many countries that experienced the
popularization of higher education established the quality
evaluation and guarantee system. Up to now, higher education
quality assurance has been increasingly perfect in the developed
countries. Such as, Higher Education Quality Certification
Committee and Subordinate Six Regional Quality Certification
Bodies in the United States, Commission for the Quality of
Higher Education in France, Quality Assurance Agency for
Higher Education in England, Higher Education Quality
Assurance Agency in Australia [4]. In fact, a complete function
of the quality assurance agency network has formed in the
region, institutions and countries [5].

Higher education quality assurance started relatively late in
China. It mainly charactered as the government-led and
synchronized with the popular process of higher education [6].
At the end of the 20th century, Chinese government made a
major decision to speed up higher education. In 1985, the
Ministry of Education started the pilot work of evaluation of the
level, specialty and curriculum of higher education, and ensured
the quality of higher education by evaluation. It became the
policy choice of the state and the direction of the reform of
higher education management system in China. In August, 2004,
the higher education teaching evaluation center formally was
established, belonging to the Ministry of Education. This marked
a critical step in establishing a higher education quality
assurance system with Chinese characteristics [7].
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With the further reform in China, colleges and universities have
become independent legal entities and school-running subjects,
so the government, society and universities have become three
main bodies to monitor the quality of higher education [8]. In
2011, the national association of quality assurance and
evaluation institutions of higher education was established. As a
social organization, it is guided by the association of higher
education, committed to the organizational construction and
capacity improvement of national institutions of quality
assurance and evaluation of higher education. It actively played
the role of social organizations in the public governance of
education. So far, there have been 12 independent provincial
educational evaluation institutions and over 300 school
evaluation and construction institutions. Evaluation system in
colleges and universities can improve campus construction. The
construction of internal evaluation, as the main means of school
education quality guarantee system, set up a variety of self-
discipline and monitoring organization, such as academic
committee, the committee, teaching teams, high school self-
quality control under the restriction of autonomy, pertinence [9].
They played an important role in quality assurance in the school.

Development of Higher Education Quality

Assurance in the World
Special Laws and Regulations for Quality Assurance

More recently, all countries in the world have paid great attention
and enthusiasm to the quality control guarantee of higher
education.

Relevant laws and regulations were introduced. It basically
formed a relatively complete system of quality supervision and
control for the government, schools and the society. The UK has
issued a new framework including education reform act and
higher education since the 1980s. The Netherlands has
promulgated the Open University law, the university education
law (amendment) and the higher vocational education law [10].

National higher education bureau is responsible for the issued
regulations in Sweden. It is respongsible for higher education
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quality control. In addition, the national evaluation board of
France, the higher education inspection group of the Netherlands
and the higher education accreditation board of the United
States, they all play similar roles in high education quality
management of higher education in these countries.

Need for Cross-border Assessment

In light of the expansion and diversification of the higher
education system, more efforts have been made to develop
transnational identification methods and quality assurance, and
the search for consensus has gone a long way. Examples include
peer review in Europe, university rankings, etc. The
globalization of education and the broad demand for quality have
led to the demand for cross-border assessment. The quality
assessment of higher education has become one of the most
prominent issues in the academic and higher education policy
circles. In the 1980s, the education system has been described as
the "evaluation status" or part of the audit society. In terms of
quality, the European association for quality assurance of higher
education (ENQA) proposed common standards and quality
assurance guidelines for European higher education areas in the
Barcelona declaration. Among the different tools for evaluating
the quality of higher education, the ranking is the most closely
watched. In the international higher education, the European
ranking, the United States certification system is highly valued
[11]. Currently, the peer review system developed from the
United States certification program is cited by almost all the
certification programs in the world.

Trend of Integration

At present, there are two trends in the quality recognition and
evaluation institutions of higher education in various countries in
the world: one is the recognition and evaluation mode dominated
by national government institutions, which tends to devolve
power to local and non-governmental professional organizations;
The other is the decentralized recognition evaluation mode
dominated by local intermediary organizations, which tends to
strengthen the central control. The general trend is the fusion of
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two kinds of patterns, for example, Australia is decentralization
management education country [12]. Because of the fierce
international competition and the continuous expansion of higher
education, the government strengthen the control of university
by the quality monitoring and funding mechanisms. All these
aim to improve the quality of higher education and strengthen
the vitality of higher education.

Social assessment organizations are active in the United States,
They have developed from completely spontaneous behaviors to
organized and systematic normative behaviors. Although the
government does not directly interfere in the management of
universities, it indirectly regulates the quality of universities
through non-governmental quality assessment agencies and
financial levers [13]. The government, society and universities
have become the three main bodies to monitor the quality of
higher education. The government carries out macro-control,
while the non-governmental organizations set up different
monitoring organizations to monitor the quality.

Prospect for Higher Education Quality in China
Improve the Policy and Legal Basis for
Quality Assurance

The rule of law in education plays a leading, fundamental,
normative and guaranteeing role in the process of education
modernization. We should attach importance to the work of rule
of law in education, make laws scientifically, strengthen law
enforcement, and improve the quality of education by thinking
and ways of rule of law. Legal basis of quality assurance policy
need to be more perfect in China [14]. The degree regulations of
the People's Republic of China promulgated in 1980. From then,
China has already formed with eight department education law
for more than 10 department of education administration
regulations, more than 50 education department rules and a large
number of local education regulations, rules. These cooperate
each other with the education legal system of Chinese
characteristics, but there is no special regulation in higher
education quality assurance system.
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In fact, there are only provisions on the evaluation of the quality
of education and there are no provisions specifically explaining
the content of quality assurance of higher education "education
law" and "higher education law". of course, the ministry of
education promulgated in the form of minister to the common
colleges and universities teaching assessment ordinance in 1990.
The ministry of education issued "interim measures for the
articles of association of the institutions of higher learning set" in
2011. The ministry of education issued "regulations of ordinary
higher school board (try out)"in 2014, which perfected the
supervision mechanism including quality assurance aspects [15].
According to the demand of the Times, we should strive to
establish and perfect the corresponding strategy of higher
education quality at the national level and quality planning,
quality requirements of the development of higher education.

Only when the laws are perfect, can the work be coordinated and
developed. The establishment of laws and regulations on quality
assurance can provide a direct basis and a good environment for
quality assurance, so as to promote the process of quality
assurance construction in China and promote the quality
improvement of higher education.

Establish a Good Professional Certification
Evaluation System

Professional certification can ensure the training quality of
professional talents and reduce the influence of non-educational
and academic factors on school running and discipline
construction. It is the basic way of professional evaluation of
higher education in developed countries.

The implementation of higher education certification in the
United States is the core component of the quality assurance
system. In China, to promote the establishment of professional
certification bodies with independent legal personality, we
should strengthen the contact and exchange with international
higher education assessment and professional certification bodies
[16]. With the internationally recognized professional
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certification system, the quality of professional training is
guaranteed, and it also adapts to the international trend of cross-
border evaluation.

By learning from the experience of international quality
management certification in China, we promote professional
certification, establish a new professional certification system,
and strengthen the connection with international higher
education evaluation and professional certification institutions,
so we can connect with international standards, further
implement and expand the autonomy of school running, deepen
the reform of colleges and universities as soon as possible.

In 2011, the higher education teaching evaluation center of the
Ministry of Education organized and implemented 180 pilot
projects for undergraduate professional certification. In 2016,
China formally joined the Washington agreement on
international engineering education. As a full member of the
Washington agreement, the certification results of China's
engineering education quality have been recognized by 18 other
member states (regions). It was reported by xinhuanet.com. that
the higher education teaching evaluation center of the Ministry
of Education and the China engineering education certification
association had certified 846 engineering majors from 198
universities nationwide by 2017 [17]. We will encourage
institutions of universities and vocational colleges to take an
active part in the formulation of professional certification
standards [18]. We speed up the establishment of a professional
certification system with Chinese characteristics that is
essentially equivalent to the international system.

Formulate National Quality Standards for
Higher Education

Standard is the premise that ensures system construction. Only
with standards can we strengthen guidance, oversight and
accountability [19]. "Education Modernization 2035 in China"
further proposes to improve the education quality standard
system, and formulate education quality standards that cover the
whole school sector, reflect the world's advanced level and meet
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the characteristics of different types of education at different
levels. In 2018, the national standards for the class teaching of
undergraduate course of common colleges and universities ", this
is issued to the nation and the world's first national standards for
higher education teaching, and the developing trend in the world
attaches great importance to the talent training quality is
consistent, the construction with Chinese characteristics, the
level of higher education quality standards system has an
important landmark significance. Under the framework of
standards, specialized agencies and social intermediaries are
encouraged to evaluate the level and quality of disciplines,
specialties and courses of universities, so as to form an
evaluation model for schools with Chinese characteristics and
promote the establishment and improvement of quality assurance
system.

Deepen Reform and Innovation

Higher education has entered the era of popularization in China.
To adapt to the development of higher education globalization
and internationalization, we should further deepen reform and
innovation, and accelerate the construction and improvement of
quality assurance, so we can effectively improve high education
quality.

Innovation is the engine of development and reform is the booster.
There is no end to social development and progress. Reform and
innovation are always on the way. The state attaches great
importance to higher education quality, which has been promoted
for many times by the state. While drawing on the successful
experience, the state has combined with the actual situation to
constantly explore and innovate. The theoretical and practical level
of higher education quality assurance has been constantly improved.
With the popularization of higher education, on the way of reform
and innovation, theory is the forerunner and improvement of
practice level is the ultimate goal. We will further improve the
quality assurance. Evaluation should be emphasized from the
integration of compehensive evaluation, diversification of method
and subject. We should encourage university teachers and education
workers to explore to adapt to the pace of the new era from the
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content, form and method. We also reform and innovate, and put
forward the new theory and method to do effect [20].

Conclusion

To strengthen the state, it is of great significance to develop
higher education. Now, China has entered the stage of the
popularization of high education. Of course, we are also forced
with challenges. We should have a clear aim to take active and
vigorous measures to promote the quality assurance construction.
The measures included policy, professional certification,
standards and innovation. The ultimate goal is to improve the
quality of education.
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